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Abstract
“Theory without practice is empty, while practice without theory is blind”
The truth of the above statement manifests itself in the valye of social science’s research methods
to society which is the focus of this work. Therefore, the work argues the research that social
science’s methods of Investigation into the social life of society remains a potent weapon in the
hands of practical men in their societa] re-engineering endeavors, despite its shortcoming, This
the i

means that apart from showing main features and constraints of social science’s research

methods, this work also aims to bring to limelight the tremendous contributions of social science’s

research methods to social re-engineerin. ;
—————

Keywords: Research Methods, Social Sciences, Society
In view of the above, we make bold, in this

Introduction
Since philosophy is originally and is stil] “the Paper, to discuss each social science
discipline in relation to its focus on society.

mother of al] sciences, it then behaves on it to
continue to play the essential parental roles The social sciences, “which deal with human

to other disciplines. Philosophy of gocial

sciences is one of such parental roles. Indeed,
the role of philosophy to social sciences is to
critically question the basic assumptions and
the methods of acquiring knowledge in social
sciences in order to wake the latter up to the
realization of acquiring knowledge that wil]
not only have instrumental value but also
intrinsic value.
Philosophy is part of the cultural background :
of any educated person, and nevertheless:
remains spiritual, fundamentally
underdetermined in its own essence. In this
Paper we will try to identify the points of
similarity  and discrepancy between
philosophy and science.
Rational of the study-
What is research? o :
Research ‘can he simply defined as “the
process of acquiring knowledge”, Introduction
to Research Methodology, states that “in the
social sciences, the application of the term
‘research” is restricted to activities designed
to promote the development of 3 science of
behavior. But if research is synonymous to
the promotion of 2 science of beh&ipr in
i

social sciences as revealed, then s

social sciences? £

The meaning of social scieng ;
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behavior in itg social and cultura] aspects,
include the following disciplines:
anthropology, sociology, economics, political
science, and the study of international
relations”. This is important because some
disciplines like history, law, education,
linguistics and even philosophy can fit for
social science disciplines without distorting
the original meaning of social sciences, In
other words, what are the methods of

. research in social sciences?

The main features of philosophy in
social sciences

Originally, science means a systematic body
of knowledge. We make bold to say that
social science disciplineg are science driven:

~ By so doing, the methods of research in.social

disciplines when compared to
sciences and thig has made their adoption of
scientific methods necessarily compulsory.
Consequently, the scientific methods which

the social sciences use while carrying out any
socj i
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